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The new era in the work of the 
Hobart Cat Centre continues 
with the recent appointment of 
our new General Manager. 
 
The Committee and staff warmly 
welcomed Gretchen Meares 
into the newly created role of 
General Manager earlier this 
year. 
 
The new roll was clearly needed 
as the Centre’s work continues 
to expand and we become a 
more professional and business-
like operation. 
 
We have all been very much 

Cat centre staff and personnel enjoy a staff training day in May. Pictured are: Back row: Rik Gunton, Julie 
Bristow, Jenny Goich and Ingrid Tebb. Front row: Lesley Bell, Susan Abbott, Sonja Lindquist and 
Gretchen Meares.               Photo: John Stafford 

enjoying Gretchen’s hard work so far. Cat Centre members as well as members of the public will notice the 
changes. Centre staff recently enjoyed some professional customer service training, there will be wider 
communication with members and the public and we will soon be offering more Centre products such as t-shirts 
and bags for sale. Please feel free to drop into the Centre to say hello to Gretchen and the other Centre staff. A 
dedicated and friendly team are waiting to greet you! 

W e l c o m e  t o 
another exciting 
edition of the 
Scratching Post 
Newsletter.  I 
hope you enjoy 
reading it. 
 
It is great news 
that we have 
been making 
record adoptions 
since we opened 
the new Centre 
site at Self’s Point 

Road. Better public access, signage, 
parking and public awareness of our 
Centre are no doubt contributing 
factors to this increase in adoptions of 
cats and kittens to new loving homes.  
 
Our feedback from the general public 
has been that people love the new 

� �� � � � � � � ��	 � � �� � � �� 	 � � �� � � � �
Centre. Many new faces are coming 
through our doors each day. It seems 
that the new location and facility very 
much appeal to the community.  
 
The staff and Committee have been 
kept very busy and we have had to 
employ new staff and even a General 
Manager.  
 
I wish to personally thank all our 
reliable and hardworking old staff, and 
extend a warm welcome to all our new 
staff. The Committee and I hope that 
you will enjoy working with us and 
finding new homes for our feline 
friends. 
 
I also take great pleasure in 
welcoming our new General Manager, 
Gretchen Meares. Gretchen works 
weekdays, and looks forward to 
meeting our members.  

As a child I always longed to 
experience ‘big cats’ up close and 
personal. I am happy that my wish 
is now coming true, as I will soon 
visit South Africa. I look forward to 
sharing my experiences with you 
on my return. 
 
Ingrid Tebb 
President 
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Hobart Cat Centre Mission Statement: 
The Hobart Cat Centre Inc., as a self-funded, apolitical, 
non profit organisation, exists to shelter and humanely 
deal with unwanted kittens and cats, and to work with 
and educate all of the Tasmanian community on 
methods and benefits of responsible cat ownership.�

President:    Ingrid Tebb 
Vice President & Public Officer: Rose Osborne  
Jnr Vice President:   Claudette Bobrowski 
Secretary:    Sheree Bennie 
Treasurer:    Colin Dewhurst 
Assistant Treasurer:   Sue Dewhurst 
Board Members:   Audrey Krupa 
     Eloise Nicholson 
     John Stafford 
     Caroline Steele 
     Sam Wadsworth 
         
General Manager:   Gretchen Meares 
 
Centre Manager:   Julie Bristow  
Centre Staff:    Susan Abbot 
     Lesley Bell 
     Bianca Crawford 
     Tammy Eastley 
     Jenny Goich 
     RIk Gunton 
     Sonja Lindquist 
 
Centre Volunteers:   Karen Briggs 
     Tristan Butschek 
     Therese  Chalmers 
     Julie DeVriese 
     Michael Johnson 
     Danika Petraitis 
     Karen Petraitis 
     Robyn Proks 
     Katie Taylor   
 

Op-Shop Managers:   Sonya Fisher 
     (Glenorchy) 
     Robyn Tacey 
     (Margate) 
 

Honorary Life Members:  Dot Chaffey 
     Kath Fisher 
     Mona Foster 
     Tom Harding 
     Robyn Langridge 
     Betty Sheperd 
     Ingrid Tebb 
     Lyn Weidenhoffer 
     Nancy Knop (dec) 
     Nora Wills (dec)  
     
Scratching Post Editor:  Eloise Nicholson  

ABN: 78 883 186 467  
 

12 Self’s Point Road, New Town 7008 
 

PO Box 309, Lenah Valley 7008 
 

Phone: (03) 6278 2111. Fax: 6278 3111 
 

Centre Opening Hours:  
Monday - Friday: 10am - 4pm 

Weekends & Public Holidays: 10am - 3pm 
 

www.hobartcatcentre.com.au 
 

Op-Shops:    Glenorchy: 441 Main Road. 
   Margate: 1717 Channel Highway 

A big hello to everyone, especially 
our valued members, sponsors 
and our dedicated volunteers.  
Now that I’ve been “on board” for a 
few months, I guess it’s time you 
all found out a little about me.   
 
Prior to accepting the role of 
General Manager at the Cat 
Centre, I worked for nine years at 
Telstra, in customer service roles.  
Before my stint at Telstra, I was in 
the hospitality industry, working in 

various management positions at hotels around Australia and also 
overseas. 
 
I have lived and worked in Holland, England, America, and closer 
to home, in Kakadu in the Northern Territory and on Lizard Island 
on the Great Barrier Reef.  As you can see, my background is 
based in administration and customer service…not a cat in sight! 
 
Bearing this in mind, I’ve undertaken an enormous challenge in 
accepting this role, and see a bright and happy future for the 
Centre. It’s no easy task to transform the Centre from the small 
operation it was at South Hobart, to be a professional and 
competitive business, now that we’ve relocated to New Town.  We 
now have a dedicated team waiting to greet you!  The only staff 
continuing on from the South Hobart days are the ever dedicated 
Julie and Tammy, and our newer staff are Bianca, Susan, Lesley, 
Sonja, Jenny and Rik.   
 
A very obvious change you should see in the near future to 
increase our “professional image”, is the introduction of staff 
uniforms and name tags. 
 
Everyone is more than welcome to visit the Centre to see our 
fabulous new facility, and if you do visit, feel free to come and say 
hello to me.  I’m more than happy to listen to all your ideas for the 
future of the Centre! 
 
I thank you in advance, for your ongoing support! 
 
Gretchen Meares 
General Manager 

� � � � 	 � ��� � � � � � 	 �� �� � � � 	 � �

All at the Hobart Cat Centre were deeply 
saddened at the passing of Nora Wills earlier 
this year. 
 
Nora was a dedicated and long time Cat 
Centre member. Nora witnessed the huge 
success of the Centre’s Margate op-shop after 
it relocated there from Blackman’s Bay, having 
been a volunteer at each shop. 
 
Our Committee and staff wish to pass our 
condolences to Nora’s friends and family. She 
will be sorely missed by all involved with the 
Hobart Cat Centre.  
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Many thanks to Cath Garvie for sharing with us the story of her adoption of a cat from the Centre. If you 
have a happy Cat Centre story, we’d love to hear them! please post them to the Editor, care of 
the Centre. 
 
I got my “purrfect” cat in October 2006, at the age of 19 months.  
 
She is a tabby, and the first day home she kept wrapping her paw 
around my finger and squeezing it as if to say: “you will keep me and 
love me won’t you?” 
 
Sasha is a real lady, makes no demands, is polite, quiet, affectionate  
and very well behaved. 
 
It took me a while to save for, but she now has an outdoor run and can go out to the toilet in complete safety 24 
hours a day. 
 
She can laze in the sun, scratch and climb her dead tree and eat grass whenever she needs to. I kept her inside 
until I had the run, and used a lot of kitty litter! Now I just remove the solids and feed and water her. 
 
I don’t think any pet could be easier, and she gives me so much love and companionship. She always sits on my 
knee for the evening and comes to bed with me. When I have been out, I come home to her welcome through he 
window, and then she jumps down and greets me at the door. 
 
She is de-sexed, vaccinated and microchipped, so I never have to worry about her. I even had a Christmas tree 
last year and she looked but didn’t even attempt to touch. 
 
Sasha is, quite simply, PURRfect! Thank you to the Hobart Cat Centre and all involved in training her for me. 

The installation of a cat run is a great 

idea for any pet cat. 

 
They are worth the initial cost, as they 

mean your cat is always safe and sound 

whether inside or out - Editor. 

� � 	 �� � � � � �� � ���� �� ��
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Our next regular raffle will be our 
annual Christmas raffle, which will 
run from 4 - 19 December. 
 
We are in need of donations to put 
into our prize hamper. In particular, 
we need somebody to donate a 
Christmas cake and a Christmas 
pudding. 
 
If you are able to help, please contact 
the centre on 6278 2111. 

Many animal health experts 
suggest feeding adults cats twice a 
day at regular times.  
 
Regular meals will enable you to 
control how much your cat eats, 
and thereby help to  maintain a 
healthy weight for your cat. 
 
If you feed your cat twice a day it 
will also be easier for you to tell if 
your cat looses its appetite - often a 
sign of illness.  

Make sure you always have fresh 
clean water available for your cat.  
Your cat will drink whenever it 
needs to, but only if the water is 
clean so change it at least daily. 
Milk is generally not recommended 
for cats. 
 
It’s also important to make sure  
your cat’s food and water dishes 
are clean. It’s no surprise that cats 
don’t like eating their food from dirty 
dishes! 

Some adult cats relax in the sun while they wait to be adopted into new homes. 

! � � � �� � �� � 
 �� �" � � � �



 

 
 
According to the online etymological dictionary 
etymonline, the word ‘cat’ dates back to circa 
400 from the western Germanic kattuz and Latin 
cattus.  
 
The website explains the word was in general 
use in Europe by circa 700, replacing words 
such as feles, kadis and kadiska. 
 
The idea of cats having ‘nine lives’ has been 
around since around 1562 and extended to 
lions, tigers and other ‘big cats’ in 1607.  
 
The word ‘cat’ was used as a term of contempt 
for women from 1225, and in the slang sense of 
‘fellow’ or ‘guy’ from 1920. 
 
The term cat’s pyjamas is thought to have been 
in use since 1923, along with other phrases 
meaning ‘excellence’ such as bee’s knees, cat’s 
whiskers, cat’s meow and less common 
examples such as canary’s tusks and flea’s 
eyebrows. 
 
Source: www.etymonline.com 
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Above and right, 
some cute 

kittens await 
new homes. 

 
Drop in to the 
Centre to visit 
our cute and 
temperament 
tested  kittens 

and cats that are 
up for adoption. 


