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Welcome to the Christmas edition of the 
Hobart Cat Centre Newsletter. It was 
exciting to hold our recent AGM at the 
new Centre site for the first time. The 
move to the new site has been years 
coming and it is due to the hard work of 
our members, committee, volunteers, 
staff and local councils that has finally 
seen this dream become a reality. Our 
lease on the site commenced earlier 
this year and we have almost completed 
the final plans which will then need to 
be approved for building permits.  
 
The new Cat Centre will ensure a better 
conversion rate from unwanted moggies 
to purring loving companions for life. 
 
And importantly, the Hobart Cat Centre 
will be able to take the important next 
step towards becoming self-funded with 
the expected improvement in boarding 
facilities including separate runs. We 
will also be setting up a shop in the 
reception area and the Centre will be 

open longer hours and 7 days a week. 
 
Meanwhile, the current centre is still busy. 
The number of unwanted cats and kittens 
being adopted continues to grow and 
boarding numbers have increased 
dramatically. I would like to thank our 
wonderful staff Julie, Chris, Anne and 
Tammy who are regularly there to see that 
things run smoothly. Also a big thank you 
to our volunteers Anne, Alison and Audrey. 
Our Centre volunteers are vital and will be 
even more so when we move to the new 
Centre site next year.  
 
Our op shops have had a record year in 
2006. Huge thanks go to all the volunteers 
and the two shop managers Robyn and 
Judy who make the shops a viable and 
profitable proposition for the Centre. 
 
Some of our highlights for 2006 have been: 
· The 7th Annual Food Donation Drive; 

· The continuation of this newsletter; 

· Local councils being linked to our 
website; 

· The successful ‘sponsor a cat’ 
program; 

· Education promotion with Anne 
Boxall 

· More excellent raffles; 

· Attendance at rural shows; 

· ‘Adopt a cat’ columns in the paper; 

· Membership of the Tasmanian 
Animal Welfare Coalition; 

· Community ad on Southern Cross. 

I would also like to take this 
opportunity to thank Mona Foster ,  
Dot Chaffey and Nora Wills who will 
be retiring this year from our 
Blackmans Bay Op Shop.  
 
These ladies have worked in the shop 
for a very long time. Some of you may 
not realise that these ladies have also 
dedicated many years to the 
Committee and fund raising events 
which dates back to the 1970s.  
 
Their commitment involvement and 
friendly faces will be sadly missed. 
From the bottom of my heart I 
sincerely say ‘Thank You’ and please 
continue to stay in touch with us! 
 
And lastly, I wish every member of the 
Centre a very safe and happy 
Christmas and New Year period. 
 
I want to make sure 2007 is the best 
year ever for the Hobart Cat Centre. 
And that can’t happen without your 
support. If you are thinking of joining, 
please do! And lapsed members, 
please renew. And of course if you 
can lend a hand at the new Centre, 
we can’t wait to hear from you! 
 
See you in the new year. 
 
Ingrid Tebb, President. 

Hobart Cat Centre President Ingrid Tebb  
with two happy Centre residents�
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The Hobart Cat Centre made history 
this year, with the Annual General 
Meeting being held for the first time at 
the new Centre site at Self’s Point. 
 
Work on the new centre is already 
underway with volunteers busily 
cleaning and painting. The major 
works will begin in the new year, so 
keep looking in the Scratching Post 
for updates on the developments to 
our new premises as they unfold.  
 
There will of course also be calls for 
volunteers for working bees in the 
new year, so if you are handy with a 

Members of the Hobart Cat Centre enjoy 
the first AGM held at the new  

site at Self’s Point�

paint brush, we would love to 
know about it! Thanks again to 
members who came along to 
the AGM and congratulations 
to all those elected to the 
Committee. 
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T H E  HO B AR T  C AT  C E N T R E  
67A Strickland Avenue, South Hobart 7004 

ABN: 78 883 186 467  
 

Phone: (03) 6223 5988 
 

Centre Opening Hours:  
9am-2pm Monday to Friday 

11am-3pm Sunday 
(Closed Saturdays)  

 

Visit our website: www.hobartcatcentre.org 
 

Op-Shops:   441 Main Road, Glenorchy 
  Blackman’s Bay Shopping Centre 
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President:   Ingrid Tebb 
Vice President:  Rose Osborne  
Jnr Vice President:  Claudette Bobrowski 
Secretary:   Caroline Steele 
Treasurer and   Tom Harding 
Public Officer:    
Board Members:  Sue Dewhurst 
    Eloise Haddad 
    Audrey Krupa 
    Michael Langridge 
    Robyn Langridge 
    Sandy Silva 
        
Cat Centre Manager:  Julie Bristow 
Cat Centre Staff:  Chris Smith 
    Tammy Eastley 
    Anne Burleigh 
 

Centre Volunteers:  Anne Marsh  
    Audrey Krupa 
    Alison Tolman  
 

Op-Shop Managers:  Robyn Langridge  
    (Glenorchy) 

    Judy Lennox 
    (Blackman’s Bay) 
 

Honorary Life Members: Dot Chaffey 
    Kath Fisher 
    Mona Foster 
    Betty Sheperd 
    Nora Wills   
    Lyn Weiden-Hoffer 
    Nancy Knop (dec) 
     
Scratching Post Editor: Eloise Haddad 

It might be a cliché, but it’s true - a cat is 
for life, not just for Christmas! 
 
The decision to welcome any pet into your 
home is a huge commitment and not one 
to be taken lightly. Along with the comfort 
and friendship of having a pet comes the 
commitment to ongoing food and vet 
costs, as well as a commitment to 
exercise and play. 
 
If you are considering giving a cat (or any 
pet) as a Christmas gift this year, please 
ensure you discuss the gift with the 
recipient before hand. 

Kath Fisher joined the Hobart Cat Centre 25 years ago after a friend spotted 
a request for volunteers at an op-shop. 
 
She currently volunteers her time at the Glenorchy op-and also always lends 
a hand at the garage sales and other fund raisers. She has been a committee 
member over the years, and is now an honourary life member. 
 
Her best memory from her years with the centre is Dot Chaffey’s 90th 
birthday party at the Blackman’s Bay op-shop. Kath recalls a lovely cake with 
all the trimmings, and a fabulous time had by all! 
 
The funniest experience she has had is witnessing a customer’s panties 
elastic breaking in the shop. On walking to the back of the shop to help her, 
Kath witnessed the lady bending down behind the wheelie bins trying to fix 
them. The funny part was when Kath went home and told her husband. 
Apparently the story really tickled his fancy - and this amused Kath more than 
the actual incident! �   
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Jack gets into 
the Christmas 

spirit!  
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The beautiful Cat Centre Christmas Cards are on sale again this 
year. The cards feature great photos of Hobart Cat Centre residents 
in cute Christmas scenes. 
 
The cards are hugely popular every year so get in 
quick for your cards so you don’t miss out. 
 
You can buy them at the Centre, the Glenorchy 
and Blackman’s Bay op-shops and at the 
Combined Charities Christmas Card Shop at St 
David’s Cathedral, corner of Macquarie and 
Murray Streets, Hobart. 
 
Cards are $1 each or $10 for a mixed pack of 12 cards. 
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The Hobart Cat Centre Christmas Raffle is now under way! 
 
Don’t miss out on your chance to win this fantastic wine refrigerator. 
 
Features include: 
 

One touch digital control for red, white or sparkling wine 
 

Dual temperature display (Centigrade or Fahrenheit) 
 

Holds up to 34 wine bottles on sturdy chrome shelves 
 

Black interior cabinet and black coated lower rack for 4 bottles 
 

Adjustable thermostat for ideal temperature control 
 

Interior light with ‘on/off’ switch 
 

Space saving flush back design, Euro-style rounded door 
 

Reverse tempered double glass door 
 
Raffle tickets are $1 each or $2 for three tickets and you will find them on sale at the op-shops, the Centre and from our 
dedicated volunteers at supermarkets! 
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Pictured left 
are Leah and 
Puss-Puss  

Yes, it’s that time of year again - The 
Hobart Cat Centre food and coin drive is 
under way at Woolworths Supermarkets. 
This year is our seventh food drive. 
Thanks so much to the fantastic 
volunteers who make it a reality each 
year. 
 
The Food and Coin drive is one of the 
cornerstones of the Cat Centre’s 

fundraising activities. The food and coins we gather each 
year at this time go a long way to feeding and caring for the 
cats at the centre for months to come. 
 
You may already have spotted the Hobart Cat Centre 
donation box at your local Woolies, a large cardboard 
donation box all decked out with Christmas cheer! 
 
The drive will be ending soon, so next time you are 
shopping, please consider picking up a few extra tins of cat 
food or cat biscuits and popping them into the donation bin 
just outside the checkouts. 
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Hobart Cat Centre volunteers have placed posters in the 
pet food aisles to give you ideas on favoured varieties. 
 
The cats and kittens at the Centre will be very grateful for 
any donation you can make. The donation boxes also 
have a coin slot so you can leave your loose change there 
as well. 
 
The Committee and other dedicated volunteers had a 
great day re-decorating the donation bins and covering 
them with lovely Christmas decorations. Be sure to keep 
your eye out next time you shop! 
 
And keep in mind, if the drive is over by 
the time you are next shopping at 
Woolworths, you can always leave 
donations at the Centre or op-shops.  
 
And of course if you have a large 
donation (including donations to the op-
shops) we are happy to collect. You can 



Even non-cat people will admit that cats are 
clever, curious and impressive creatures. Cat 
people have known it all along! These fascinating 
‘cat stats‘ shed light on our intriguing feline 
friends. 

 
Cats are equipped to move the top two 
rows of whiskers independently from the 
bottom two 
 
The arrangement or pattern of a cat’s 
whiskers is unique just as fingerprints are 
unique to humans 
 
Just one day after their birth, kittens start to 
dream 
 
Kittens take five days to open their eyes  
and twenty days to learn to walk 
 
There are three main cat eye shapes –  
round, slanted and almond 
 
A domestic cat will spend around 11,200  
hours purring during its lifetime 
 
After jumping, cats give a little shake of the  
head – this is to ‘reset’ the 3D fluid balance  
sensor located in the ear 
 
In contrast to a dog, if a cat’s nose is cold  
or wet it may be unwell 
 
Cats have a clear covering like a third eye 
lid which protects their eyes when they are  
dozing with their eyes open. 
 
Cats’ most sensitive touch receptors are in  
their paws however their heat receptors  
are located on their nose 
 
60% of cats will favour one paw more than 
the other. Is your cat right-pawed, left  
pawed or ambidextrous? 
 
Thousands of years ago in Egypt, cats  
were worshipped as Gods. As the saying  
goes, cats have never forgotten this! 
 

Compiled by Anne Boxall , printed courtesy of the 
Sunday Tasmanian. 
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Did you know?  

All the cats and kittens pictured in this newslette r 
are residents at the Hobart Cat Centre. You could 

adopt one of these or one of their friends! 


